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Dear Parents and Students,
This heat  has been unbearable! Please ensure that  your  child  comes to  school  with a cap 
or hat and that they have their water bottles with them.

We have a number of our  teaching  staff away this week, most  of them being away with 
our standard  sevens in  Durban.  The students  and teachers are having  a  wonderful time, 
we look forward to their return on Friday evening.  

Next week is mid-term  break.  School will be closing  at 12pm on  Thursday for the long 
weekend. Schools starts again on Tuesday, 2nd March.

A number of items (stationery,  items of clothes) belonging  to  our  students has gone miss-
ing  in the last  few weeks.  Please support  our  efforts  here, parents.  If your child  comes 
home with any items that  do not  belong  to  them, please return  them to school.  Ensure 
that  your child  takes responsibility  for their belongings  by taking  their  personal  items like 
stationery  and pencil bags  home each day.  When changing  for swimming, children  can 
take their  kit  bag  and put it  in the swimming pool  area for  the duration  of the swimming 
lesson in the afternoon.   It is far safer to  take precautions  and  remove any temptation.   In 
an  ideal world  we would  all  come to  school  feeling secure, knowing  that  our  personal  be-
longings are SAFE. 

The school  office and  one classroom in each year group  will have a portable,  deep cycle 
battery  pack  installed  in  case of power cuts in the future.  We will pilot  this  set up to 
guage its effectiveness. Have an energetic end to the week.

Northside News
Important Dates

13-19 February Std 7 Trip KZN

26 February  Half Term

1 March  Half Term

9-12 March  Std 5 Ubungani Trip

31 March  Aft Activities End

12 April  Portfolios Home

16 April  School Closes

19 April  Kings Camp Begins

Southern Schools’ 
Swimming Trials

Saturday 20 February
by Mr Freese

All students taking part in the 
Southern Schools’ Trials this week-

end are to be at the swimming pool by 
07:45am.  Both gates will be open.  

The trials start at 08:30am and will 
hopefully be finished by 1:00pm

IB Learner Profile 

REFLECTIVE
When we look in the mirror, we see our reflection. Based on what we see, we may make adjust-
ments by changing our clothes, adjusting a strand of hair, or decide that everything is good and we 
feel good about how we look.  When we reflect about what and how we learn, we do the same 
thing.  Reflection helps us to be open-minded, empathetic, confident, and develop self-respect.

How can parents help to develop students who are Reflective at home?
After any experience you’ve have with your children (a birthday party, game, concert, movie, 
etc.), talk about the experience with them.  How could the movie have been better?  How could 
you improve your piece of art?   What went well/wrong at  the birthday party?  What new things did 
you learn at school today?   What questions did you have at school today?   Would you  have done 
what the main character in the book did in that chapter?   How could you improve your writing?  
What are you good at, and how do you know?  What (and why) did you enjoy the most about the 
day?

Spend some time reviewing your child’s report with them.  Discuss it  with them and truly consider 
their thoughts on their strengths  and areas for improvement.  At the end of a unit most teachers 
will  have their students  do a self reflection.  Ask for a copy so you can discuss this with your child 
at home.  Ask your child to give an  example of an area in which he/she’s particularly strong.  How 
does he/she know that this is  a strong point?   Can he/she set specific goals for improvement in 
other areas?

Consider the goals  that your child could set for the next term.  Make a list not only of the goals but 
also of specific actions that can be taken to achieve these goals.  You might want to list action that 
your child  will take independently as well as actions you will take to support them.  For example, 
if one of the goals your child sets for herself is to improve her writing, her action might be to keep 
a journal  and write in it for at least  10 minutes each night.  As a parent, you might decide that the 
two of you will participate in  shared writing, for 30 minutes each week and produce a book of 
narratives together.

Parents can help  with reflection by making it a weekly  routine to  look through their child’s work 
that week with their child.  Have discussions  about  any tests they may have had that week, how 
their research project is going, how they feel about their work etc.

The main point here, is  to give your children a chance to “hold up a mirror” in order to reflect, 
improve and celebrate.

Reminder...
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Aller gies
We are currently updating all 
our records.  If your child has 
any allergies that the school needs to be 
aware of, please could you let the office 
know.  

Should your child require any specific 
medication for any allergies whilst at 
school, please ensure that we have this 
medication and it is clearly marked with 
your child’s name and class.

Parent Appointments with 
Teachers

Parents are reminded to please make a 
note in your child’s communication 
book should you wish to speak to the class 
teacher.  Please avoid speaking to the 
teacher during teaching times as this dis-
rupts the class.  
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Spor t P olicy
Commitment Expectations

Students attending sports practices must commit 
to that activity for the whole term. If a student is 
selected to play for a school team, there is an 
expectation that the student will continue to play 
the sport for the whole season.  In the case of 
swimming, the season is made up of both term 1 
and 3.

28 

Sterkfontein Long 
Distance Swim

1

HALF TERM

2 3
U/9 Cricket vs 
Thornhill

4
U/11 Cricket vs 
Thornhill

5
SS Cricket Trials. 
Gabs Club13H30
Night Series 
Cricket

6
U/9 Cricket 
Broadhurst
08H30
SS Tennis Trials 2
NU Ref Course

7 8
Tennis vs Baobab 
& Thornhill
U/11@Ba
U/13 @ TH
Common-wealth 
Day

9 Std 5 trip
SS Swimming 
Practice
NPS 15H00

10
Chess vs Kidz Acc 
- KA

Std 5 Ubungani 
trip

9-12 March

11
U/11 & 13 
B Cricket vs 
Thornhill

12 13   
SS Tennis team 
Practice Notwane 
09H00

14 15
T2&3 Fixture 
Meeting Thornhill 
14H00

16
Lollipop Galas
A@BR
B@TH
C@Rainbow

17
Chess vs Phak @ 
Phakalane
U/9 Cricket vs 
Crescent

18

U/11 & 13 Cricket 
vs Crescent

19 20

21 
Canal Long 
Distance Swim

22 23 24
N vs S Tennis 
Chess vs TLC @ 
NPS

25
N vs S Tennis 
U/11 & 13 B 
Cricket vs Broad-
hurst

26
N vs S Swimming

27
N vs S Swimming
U/9 Cricket 
Festival West-
wood
NU Ref Course

28
Bela Bela LD 
Swim

29 30
Lollipop
 Galas
A@NPS
B@NPS
C@Cr

31 Choir Festi-
val@ Thornhill
Afternoon Activi-
ties End

1 2 3

March  

Four Secrets of the WorldÕs Best Students!
No 2:

Time Management: The best students get the same amount of time as av-
erage students -- 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – but they manage that time 
much better.  Managing your time is like packing a suitcase.  You write up a 
packing list and then you make sure the big items go in first, followed by the 
smaller items. It’s no good trying to jam a big item into your suitcase if you 
loaded the small stuff first.

The best students jump at the chance to use small segments of time, small 
spaces in their suitcase.  They know how often you have to wait for short 
periods of time say 15 minutes waiting for a ride.  Average students look down 
the road and tap their feet. Amazing students look in the book they’re reading 
– they carry a book at all times – and tap their brain.

Mrs Noble Reception C Class Teacher 
Thank y ou to ev ery one for the wonderful welcome I ha ve receiv ed. 
I feel v ery much part of the Northside communit y.

I am originally from Gaborone ha ving liv ed here  
the majorit y of m y life before setting off to Jo -
hannesburg for univ ersit y and m y first y ear of 
teaching. Being recently married, m y husband 
and I decided there is no place lik e home, 
hence our mo ve back. I am extremely ex cited 
about all the opportunities ahead and look for -
ward to meeting more of the Northside families.Fe
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14 15
Tennis vs 
Thornhill @
Thornhill

16
Lollipop Galas
A@Baobab
B@W/W

17
Chess vs Legae - 
NPS
U/9 Cricket vs 
Broadhurst

18
U/11 & 13 Cricket 
vs Broadhurst

19
Whitestone Crcket 

tour 

20
SS Swimming 
Trials NPS
09H00
Whitestone cricket 
tour

21 22
Tennis vs Broad-
hurst
U/13 @ BR
U/11 @ NPS

23
Lollipop Galas
A@BR
B@TH
C@NPS

Rec Photos

24
Chess vs Letlha-
bile - NPS

Rec Photos

25 26 27

HALF
TERM

February  

Elephant W ay Gat e times
The Elephant Way Gate opening and closing 
times are as follows:
  Mon, Tue &Thurs  6:30 to 7:30am

  Wed & Fri   6:30 to 8:00am

  Every After noon 12:00 to 2:15pm

The gate will be closed and locked during any 
other times of the day to ensure that our children 
are safe at all times whilst at school.

We would also like to inform our parents that if 
there are any contractors working on the school 
property these people will be accompanied by a 
representative from Northside whilst completing 
their work.

Std 7 KZN Trip 13 - 19

Inf ant and Junior Af t er noon 
A ctivity Swimming times

By Mr s Mor t on & Mr s Fr eese
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2:00 to 2:30pm Ducklings
2:30 to 3:00pm Ducks
3:00 to 3:30pm Geese/Flamingoes
3:30 to 4:00pm Herons/Sharks/ Kingfioshers/  

   Bottom & Top Rafts and up.

Tennis News
By Zameer Dada and Marko Jurisic

On Monday the 15th, Northside U11 & U13 tennis 
teams, travelled to the Notwane Courts to play 
Thornhill in a tennis tournament.  Both teams 
played excellent tennis and showed good sports-
manship.  In the U13 games, the first round was 
tough and Thornhill was leading.  In the second 
round Northside was leading.  At the end of the 
tournament the U13s drew 30 games each.  

The U11s also played in the tournament but unfor-
tunately lost their matches.  After a fun day of 
tennis, sadly we had to leave.  Well done to all the 
players and a special thanks to Mrs Kitching.

Manners Matter
by Mr McCarthy

Say, "Please" and "Thank y ou" often. It shows respect and appre -
ciation. In addition, if y ou are thank ed, then sa y, 

"You're welcome".

Children’s Books
by Mr McCarthy

If y ou ha ve childrenÕs books in a language 
other than English, that y ou would lik e to do -
nate to school please send them to the office.

Thank y ou

Dr op and Go Zone
Tshek edi Cr escent

Parents are asked to use the Drop and Go area 
when dropping off or collecting their children in 
the morning or at lunchtime.  The secret is to 
arrive at about 1:10 to allow your child to get 
from class to the Drop and Go Zone.

Thanks to parents who are using it successfully.


