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Northside Primary School has been accr edited with the Council of Inter national Schools since 
1996 and is a member of the Independent Schools Association of Souther n Africa.

Web page: www.northsideschool.net   Email: administration@northsideschool.net
Tel (267) 395 2440, Fax (267) 395 3573.  Plot 2786 Tshekedi Cr escent Ext 9,  PO Box 897 Gabor one, Botswana.

Dear Parents and Students,
This heat  has been unbearable! Please ensure that  your  child  comes to  school  with a cap 
or hat and that they have their water bottles with them.

If there is an  aspect of Òhow the school  worksÓ that  you do not  understand, or want  to 
know more about, please speak with a teacher, the person responsible, or Mr McCarthy.

Just a reminder that  this  week is mid-term  break and school  will be closing  at  noon  on 
Thursday for the long weekend. School starts again on Tuesday, 2nd March. 

Enjoy your break.

Northside News
Impor tant Dates

26 Febr uary  Half Term

1 March  Half Term

9-12 March  Std 5 Ubungani Trip

31 March  Aft Acti vities End

12 Apr il   Por tfolios Home

16 Apr il   School Closes

19 Apr il   Kings Camp Begins

World Maths Day 
3 March 2010

To celebrate World Maths Day on March 3, 

Northside will once again take part in the immensely popu-

lar online competition against other students worldwide, in 

an attempt to set a new world record!

The website is already open for use and all students at 

Northside have been registered at an age appropriate 

level.  Students will be given their own playing card which 

will allow their results to be tracked and registered to the 

school.  ICT teachers will be demonstrating the process of 

playing to their respective classes and students are en-

couraged to play at home as well as in timetabled slots at 

school.  The ICT Department will allow the computer room 

to be used during break for this purpose. 

The web address is: www.worldmathsday.com

IB Lear ner P ro! le 

INQUIRERS
Why does it work this way?  Why is it like this?  How is this changing? How is this con-
nected to what I already know?  How do I know?  WhatÕs my responsibility? WhatÕs it  like?  
How does it work?  What if?   How come?  I wonder ifÉ?   Will  this work?  Should I?  
What are the points of view? An inquirer shows a natural curiosity and seeks out answers to 
their questions. 
WHAT IS INQUIRY?
ÒInquiry, interpreted in the broadest sense, is the process initiated by the students or the 
teacher that moves the students from their current level of understanding to a new 
and deeper level of understanding,Ó from Making the PYP Happen, 2009, IBO, p. 29 
What Does Inquiry Look Like in the Classrooms? 

¥ Exploring, wondering, and questioning.
¥ Experimenting and playing with possibilities.
¥ Making connections between previous learning and current learning.
¥ Making predictions and acting purposefully to see what happens.
¥ Collecting data and reporting findings.
¥ Clarifying existing ideas and reappraising perceptions of events. 
¥ Deepening understanding through application of a concept.
¥ Making and testing theories.
¥ Researching and seeking information.
¥ Taking and defending a position.
¥ Solving problems in a variety of ways.

How can parents help to develop students who are Inquirers at home?
• Encourage areas of your childÕs interest by visiting the library to borrow books 

that explore these topics.
• Model being an inquirer. Admit when you donÕt know the answer to a problem or 

a question and seek out answers in front of your child.
• Develop an understanding of the internet. Work with your son or daughter when 

the internet is being used and try to instill  the understanding that some internet 
sites are not reputable.

• Make sure your child knows he/she has done something good. Expressing your 

Std 2s - Go To The Sweet & Dair y Factory
The standard 2s went to my dadÕs sweet factory.  The factory has a stream which pushes  

the sweet mixture into a bowl and then they put it into a ma -
chine that turns it into a sweet.  It then goes through another 
machine where the sweets are wrapped.  The sweets then move 

along an elevator that put them into packets.  Karan 2A

Last week all the standard 2s 
went to my dadÕs dairy.  It is 

called Sally Dairy.  At the dairy 
we saw a big truck which brings the milk.  Some children 

climbed up the truck.  Then the milk goes into containers.  
A machine puts the milk into bottles.  We got free milk, 

water and juice.  It was fun at the dairy. Sulani 2B .

Manner s Mat t er
by Mr McCarthy

Clean up after yourself.  Whether at home or at a 
friend's house, always pick up after yourself.  If chil-
dren leave a mess, then remind them that they need 
to clean up before the next activity can begin, and 

stick to it.  It's their mess, so they need to 
clean it up.

Four Secrets of the World’s Best 
Students! No 3:

Body Language: Extr aordinary students deliberately 
position themselves at or near the front of the class, close 
to the teaching action.   They sit up and listen intently to 
whomever is speaking.  Extr aordinary students nod their 
heads to indicate they understand; they ask questions, they 
tr ack the speaker with their eyes, be it teacher or student, 
and they soak up whatever the teacher might choose to 
illustr ate or demonstrate.  

Civvies Day
Thursday 25 February

Wear your weekend clothes to school.  Re-
member to bring your P2.00 donation for 

BSPCA.
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Sterkfontein Long 
Distance Swim

1

HALF TERM

2 3
U/9 Cricket vs 
Thornhill

4
U/11 Cricket vs 
Thornhill

5
SS Cricket Trials. 
Gabs Club13H30
Night Series 
Cricket

6
U/9 Cricket 
Broadhurst
08H30
SS Tennis Trials 
2

7 8
Tennis vs Bao-
bab & Thornhill
U/11@Ba
U/13 @ TH
Common-wealth 
Day

9
SS Swimming 
Practice
NPS 15H00

10
Chess vs Kidz 
Acc - KA

Std 5 Ubungani 
trip

9-12 March

11
U/11 & 13 
B Cricket vs 
Thornhill

12

PTA Pitch Party

13   
SS Tennis team 
Practice Notwane 
09H00

14 15
T2&3 Fixture 
Meeting Thornhill 
14H00

16
Lollipop Galas
A@BR
B@TH
C@Rainbow

17
Chess vs Phak 
@ Phakalane
U/9 Cricket vs 
Crescent

18

U/11 & 13 Cricket 
vs Crescent

19 20

21 
Canal Long 
Distance Swim

22 23 24
N vs S Tennis 
Chess vs TLC @ 
NPS

25
N vs S Tennis 
U/11 & 13 B 
Cricket vs 
Broadhurst

26
N vs S Swimming

27
N vs S Swimming
U/9 Cricket 
Festival West-
wood

March 

Southern SchoolsÕ Swimming 
Trials  By Mr Freese

On Saturday 20 February Northside hosted the Southern 
Schools’ Swimming Trials.  The following students from 
Northside have been chosen to represent Southern Schools’ 

Swimming:

�6�������(�J�S�M�T 
Hannah Beukes 
Caitlin Truter
Vanja Klaric

�6�������#�P�Z�T 
Tyler Riggs 
Dodi Makwinja 

�6�������(�J�S�M�T

Saskia Duke
Emilija Vidakovic
Lumbi Gwere

�6�������#�P�Z�T 
Jaryd Ivins 
Michael Frohlich 
Matthew Theart

�6�������(�J�S�M�T

Fathima Muinudeen
Banyana Ebineng

�6�������#�P�Z�T 
Boshoff De Wet

�6�������(�J�S�M�T

Aisha Roels
Danita Blokker
Annemarie Jones
Taryn Kalyvakis
Hanne Borstlap

�6�������#�P�Z�T 
Aaron Benjamin 
Gihan Kurukulasooriya

�6�����(�J�S�M�T

Iva Pistalovic
Rachel Howse
Amy Harrison

�6�����#�P�Z�T

Anjana Kodithuwack

�6�����(�J�S�M�T

Shannon Craig
Sulani Gamegedera

�6�����#�P�Z�T

Abdul Muinudeen
Dylan Jones
Stanley Duthie

Spor t P olicy
Thunder and Lightning

Lightning’s behaviour is unpredictable.  As a school, we take a conservative attitude to-
wards it.  Preparedness and quick responses are the best defences against lightning haz-
ard.
No lightning safety guidelines are 100% safe.  Lightning strikes easily many kilometers 
from the edge of a thunderstorm.  If lightning threatens seek immediate shelter.

GUIDELINES FOR OUTDOOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

•30-30 Rule
You should use the 30-30 rule to determine if lightning threatens:
− Count the seconds between seeing the lightning, and hearing the thun-

der.
− If the time is 30s or less, the lightning is close enough to be a threat.  

Seek shelter immediately.
The 30-30 rule is also important after the lightning
− After the last lightning flash, wait 30 minutes before leaving your shelter.
− Lightning may be hidden by clouds, if you can hear thunder, lightning is 

likely to be a threat.
•Safe shelter

− Move to a classroom, the hall, gym or the school corridor.
•Unsafe shelter

− The sports field, under a tree, the pavilion, high places.
− If you are trapped outside and there is lightning, you can go into light-

ning crouch mode: put your feet together, squat down and tuck your 
head into your knees.

− Swimming pools are connected to a much larger surface area via un-
derground water pipes, electric and telephone wiring etc. Lightning 
strikes to the ground anywhere on this metallic network and can cause 
shocks elsewhere, including the pool.

The coach or teacher responsible for the students during an activity must immediately 
stop the activity if they hear thunder and see lightning. The students must be taken to 
safe shelter and the 30-30 rule must be adhered to.  The safety of the students in our 
care is our priority. 

“IF YOU CAN SEE IT, FLEE IT;
IF YOU CAN HEAR IT, CLEAR IT.”

Appeal t o the Publ ic
by Mr Spencer Kgaje

Excavator Hire - Construction Manager
As you may all be aware, the North-Ring road is been reconstructed 
with inevitable deep excavations, the general public is thus notified 

that the said road is out of bounds until mid May 2010.
Only residents living along the North-Ring road are allowed to use 

the gravel by-passes provided, but at no point shall they be allowed 
to cross the road due to the deep excavations.

All necessary considerations have been taken into account and thus 
approval granted by The City Council, Traffic Police division and The 

Department of Transport.
Any inconvenience caused is highly regrettable.

Chess - by Mr Roohan
On Wednesday 17 February Northside hosted a 

chess tournament against Legae.  Although we were 
missing a few Std 7 students, our chess team still 
managed to win 14 games to 6 against Legae. For 
some of our younger players it was their first com-

petition. Well done to all involved!

Tennis News
by Natalie Kitching & Prasha Manicca-

devan

On Monday the U11 & U13 Northside 
tennis teams travelled to Notwane courts to 
play Broadhurst.  All our players played 
well and we won all our singles matches 
and some won their doubles matches.  We 
all had loads of fun and love playing tennis.

Whitestone Cricket
On Friday 19th Feb the Whitestone cricket teams 
from Bulawayo came to play against some Botswana  
teams.  Northside & Thornhill combined to make two 
teams, an U/11 and U/13 team. The U13s sent the 
visitors into bat first and they scored 158 runs.  We 
unfortunately could not match this score and lost the 
match.  The U/11s had better luck by being able to 
chase down the Whitestone score with 2 overs spare.  

We all had a wonderful afternoon and hope that the 
touring teams enjoyed the remainder of their tour.

Tuckshop
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